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From PHS Administration 

Welcome PHS families to the 2020-2021 School Year,  

 

As we begin the 2020-21 school year, we want to first acknowledge the 

unprecedented time and challenges you and your families may have faced over the 

past 6 months. Truly, though, we are thankful and excited that we now have the 

opportunity to work with students once again. 

 

The most important thing for you to know as you plan and consider the upcoming 

school year, is that we are excited to resume teaching, learning, and working with our 

students. And, we are committed above all to ensuring the safety and health of our 

students, staff, and families. This summer we’ve spent countless hours preparing our 

buildings and developing protocols to support social distancing efforts and keep staff 

and students safe. Teachers have devoted much of their summer to learning new 

technology and instructional practices to improve students’ remote learning 

experiences. 

Continued... 

Welcome Back to School 

201 S. Impala Drive, Fort Collins,  CO 80521 

http://www.facebook.com/Poudre-High-School-Official-284858671543939/
https://twitter.com/impalatweets
http://www.instagram.com/poudre_impalas/
https://youthclinic.com/
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Continued... 

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply recommendation or endorsement by Poudre School District 

Click for 

Lunch Menu 

 

Beginning of the Year Activities 

The official start date of school is August 24th for all students. This day will be a  

“No Backpack Day” and will focus on developing relationships between staff and 

students, as well as team-building activities among peers. “No Backpack Day” is an 

event that numerous schools across the nation have implemented in order to 

emphasize the importance of social/emotional health and wellness for students.    

 

Historically, freshmen have had the first day of school alone as a class, but with the 

change of start dates and with starting remotely, all students will need a day to 

reconnect to their peers and teachers.  More freshman transition activities will occur 

during Freshman Seminar classes on the 25th. Additionally, we will include some 

“meet and greet” with 9th grade teachers at Freshman Check-In on August 21st.  

Now, more than ever, we are reminded that as a school community, “I am who I am 

because of who we are.” Thank you for your patience and understanding as we work 

together to support a safe return to the academic school year.  

 

Sincerely,  

Poudre High School Administration 

From PHS Administration, continued... 

http://psdschools.nutrislice.com/menu/poudre-high/lunch/march/2017/
https://psdschools.nutrislice.com/menu/poudre-high
https://psdschools.nutrislice.com/menu/poudre-high
https://www.summitstonehealth.org/
http://www.fortcollinsjeep.com/
http://www.saludclinic.org/
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Continued... 

Beginning of the Year Activities, continued... 

New Bell Schedule 

 

As a way to minimize disruption and to ease transitions, we have shifted to a 4x4 block schedule similar to 

Rocky Mountain High School. This allows the students the opportunity to focus on fewer courses which 

should be more manageable in any phase of learning. 

Important Dates: 

 

• August 19th at 6:00 PM: Virtual Freshman Parent Orientation 

• August 20th at 6:00 PM: Parent Boot Camp 

• September 16th at 6:00 PM: Virtual Back to School Night 

• August 18th, 19th, 20th and 21st: Student Check-in 

http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
http://www.columbinehealth.com/
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Beginning of the Year Activities, continued... 

PHS Fall Check-In begins soon!  Each year students check IN at PHS to check OUT school supplies, take 

their school picture, get a parking pass, pay school fees, buy PHS gear, and more! 

  

PHS Fall Check-In is August 18 – 21st 2020, COVID style. 

 

What to expect? 

• Friendly Poudre staff who are excited to see students’ faces and give air high 5s! 

  

What to wear? 

• Comfortable clothing that you’d like to show off in your school picture! 

  

Do I bring money? 

• Not really, everything has a link online to pay. 

 PSD School Pay -                                                                                                     

https://psdschools.schoolpay.com/ 

 Studio 5 School Pictures -                                                                                        

https://studio5schoolportraitsinc.onlinephotocart.com/prepay/26428645?

code=PHSFC2020F 

 PHS Yearbook -                                                                                                      

https://www.poudreyearbook.com/ 

 Apply for Free/Reduced Lunch -                                                                           

https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict 

  

Do I need a water bottle? 

• Not a bad idea, forecast is sunny and you can anticipate check-in to take up to an hour and ½ 

with COVID guidelines from Larimer County Health Department. 

 

Do I need to know my schedule? 

• Students’ schedules should be available on ParentVUE/StudentVUE on August 17, 2020.          

If the student has access to their phone/internet, they can access it through StudentVUE. 

Continued... 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpsdschools.schoolpay.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckmackay%40psdschools.org%7C22f3f5e6ed8043a13a2108d83d79a92c%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637326940030487616&sdata=bK7r7NAYpXy7yLyOCENM
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudio5schoolportraitsinc.onlinephotocart.com%2Fprepay%2F26428645%3Fcode%3DPHSFC2020F&data=02%7C01%7Ckmackay%40psdschools.org%7C22f3f5e6ed8043a13a2108d83d79a92c%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudio5schoolportraitsinc.onlinephotocart.com%2Fprepay%2F26428645%3Fcode%3DPHSFC2020F&data=02%7C01%7Ckmackay%40psdschools.org%7C22f3f5e6ed8043a13a2108d83d79a92c%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.poudreyearbook.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckmackay%40psdschools.org%7C22f3f5e6ed8043a13a2108d83d79a92c%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637326940030507615&sdata=8K1cKRZoBNHYiSKEwHL4yt
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.myschoolapps.com%2FHome%2FPickDistrict&data=02%7C01%7Ckmackay%40psdschools.org%7C22f3f5e6ed8043a13a2108d83d79a92c%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637326940030507615&sdata=pRf%2
http://www.conahansdrivingschool.org/
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Beginning of the Year Activities, continued... 

What if my student forgets something at Fall Check-In or can’t make the designated day/time? 

• Contact Jen Backurz – jbackurz@psdschools.org | (970) 488-6064 

  

What if I have siblings in different grade levels? 

• In an effort to minimize exposure and provide convenience for families, siblings may attend the 

same Fall Check-In time despite the grade level.  Please note that Fall Check-In for 9th graders 

on Friday, August 21st will be a special event for those new incoming students. 

  

For further questions, please contact Cindy Smith – cindys@psdschools.org | (970) 488-6000 

mailto:jbackurz@psdschools.org
mailto:cindys@psdschools.org
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Counseling 

Student schedules will be available to view starting on August 17th through StudentVue and ParentVue. 

 

Schedule repairs will be offered to students starting on August 17th through an online request form on the 

PHS counseling webpage.  

  

Schedule repairs will only be granted for the following reasons: 

-Duplicate classes (ex: Two Chemistry classes) 

-Class I did not register for (and was not listed as an alternate class) 

-Incorrect level placement  

-I completed coursework over the summer. 

-I am not meeting a graduation requirement with my current schedule (SENIORS only) 

-I want to drop a class (please know that you are not allowed to add a class, you can only drop, you 

also cannot go below 3 classes)  ***11th and 12th grade students must take a minimum of 60 credits, 

9th and 10th grade students must take a minimum of 70 credits. 

 

Add/Drop will be limited due to the extenuating circumstances surrounding COVID-19.   

Any schedule repair for quarter 1 classes must be completed by August 28th. 

   

Counselor caseloads will remain the same as last school year for grades 10-12.  

*If Rochelle Lenox was your counselor, Jazmin Rodriguez will now be your counselor 

 

9th grade counselor is determined by Pathway as follows: 

 

Agriculture and the Environment ~ Lauren Kiel, lkiel@psdschools.org 

Entrepreneurship ~ Cassie Poncelow, cponcelo@psdschools.org 

Health Sciences and Human Services ~ Jeff Schelly, jschelly@psdschools.org 

Arts and Humanities ~ Jazmin Rodriguez, jazminr@psdschools.org 

Engineering and Design ~ Matthew Miltenberg, mmiltenberg@psdschools.org 

IB Pre-Diploma Program, A-K ~ Greg Piccolo, gpiccolo@psdschools.org 

IB Pre-Diploma Program, L-Z ~ Kim Wilder, kwilder@psdschools.org  

English Language Learners (ELA) ~ Alan Flores, alflores@psdschools.org  

Continued... 

http://www.schoolcommunicationsagency.com/
mailto:lkiel@psdschools.org
mailto:cponcelo@psdschools.org
mailto:jschelly@psdschools.org
mailto:jazminr@psdschools.org
mailto:mmiltenberg@psdschools.org
mailto:alflores@psdschools.org
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Athletics 

Sports will look quite a bit different this year. Please see the calendar below for the start dates. 
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Transitioning to in person instruction 

We have spent a great deal of time this summer preparing for in-person instruction. 

Below is a list of safety protocols we will implement upon students’ return to school.  

 

General Safety Protocols: 

• Students must sign and acknowledge COVID safety protocol. Masks will 

be mandatory. 

• Isolate groups of students from each other to limit the size of potential 

outbreaks, A/B groups. 

• No lockers will be assigned. 

• Check-out sheet for leaving room to support contract-tracing. 

• Scheduled face covering breaks with social distancing outside or in well 

ventilated areas during the school day. 

 

Safety Protocols During the School Day:  

• Arrival:  

Staggered arrival times with students entering different assigned exterior doors.  

• Passing Periods:  

  Staggered dismal times to limit congestion in the hallways. The building will be mapped out to  

  create a “directional flow”. 

• Lunch:  

Staggered release and grab-and-go options. Social-distanced seat assignments. 

• Departure:  

Staggered class release times and assigned exit doors. 



 

 Poudre High School Page 9 

ParentVue/Student Vue FAQ 

Poudre Impalas! 

 

It’s August and students and their families are excited to log into ParentVUE and StudentVUE.  This year these tools 

will be incredibly important to stay connected to staff and to monitor students’ academics and attendance.  

 

“Is my kid doing their work?  Do they seem like they are telling me the truth?  Not sure which is more 

overwhelming, Remote Learning or a Global Pandemic.”  

Access and Activate ParentVUE Account 

How to Log In and/or Activate your Account 

1. On the Poudre School District website, links to ParentVUE are located on the Parent web page or ParentVUE 

web page 

2. After clicking the "ParentVUE' button, click the "I am a parent>>" link. 

3.  If you've already activated your account, you can log in with your username and password. 

4. If you are logging in for the first time, click "More Options," then "Activate Account." 

Continued... 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fschools%2Fparents&data=02%7C01%7Ckendallw%40psdschools.org%7C705ab55e9ca34889cec008d83804c172%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637320940375231692&sdata=E4nFZtTw
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fnode%2F1306&data=02%7C01%7Ckendallw%40psdschools.org%7C705ab55e9ca34889cec008d83804c172%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637320940375241686&sdata=nwFn3O3vEDtznv
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fnode%2F1306&data=02%7C01%7Ckendallw%40psdschools.org%7C705ab55e9ca34889cec008d83804c172%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637320940375241686&sdata=nwFn3O3vEDtznv
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ParentVue/Student Vue FAQ, continued... 

Activate your account 
 

You will receive an email from Poudre School District with a one-time activation code shortly after you 

student is enrolled.  If you don't receive an email, please contact your school. 
 

If you've already activated your account, you can log in with your username and password.  
 

Note: The activation process needs to be completed only once. However, if you have more than one child, you will 

not have access to his/her information until the Education Rights is set by the school for that child. For assistance or 

if you have questions, please contact your child's school. 

Continued... 

Step 2: Type your first name, last name and 
 activation code exactly as they are 
 stated in the email you received. 

Step 3: You will be asked to create a 
 username and password. 
 Passwords are case sensitive, 
 must consist of at least one 
 number, at least one letter, 
 and must be a minimum of 
 six characters. Use the  primary 
 email provided in the activation 
 email you received. Click 
 “Complete Account Activation.”  

Step 1: Read the privacy statement and 
 click the “I Accept” button to 
 acknowledge agreement.  
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ParentVue/Student Vue FAQ, continued... 

I am creating an account for the first time and ParentVUE is prompting me to enter an activation key. 

How do I get this? 

 

I have already created an account in ParentVUE but can’t remember my User Name and/or am still 

not able to log in.  Help.   

 

• Call: PHS (970) 488-6000 

• Email: 

 Shel - rmorse@psdschools.org 

 Cindy - cindys@psdschools.org 

 Jen - jbackurz@psdschools.org 

 Carol – cyaussi@psdschools.org 

 Corryn - corrynp@psdschools.org 

 Roz - rlang@psdschools.org 

 Steve - sbutler@psdschools.org 

 PSD - covidtechhelp@psdschools.org 

 

I am a current PHS student and my password has expired.  How can I update my password so that I 

can log into StudentVUE? 

• Email: 

 Roz  - rlang@psdschools.org 

 Steve - sbutler@psdschools.org 

 

More information can be found at https://www.psdschools.org/ParentVUE  

 

Please email Shel Morse at rmorse@psdschools.org for any other questions you may have.  We are excited 

to see students return at the end of this month!  Our building is not the same without them. 

 

Hope you and your family are healthy. 

 

GO POUDRE! 

 

Kathy Mackay 

Principal 

Poudre High School 

 

 

“I am who I am because of who we are. We are Poudre.” 

mailto:rmorse@psdschools.org
mailto:cindys@psdschools.org
mailto:jbackurz@psdschools.org
mailto:cyaussi@psdschools.org
mailto:corrynp@psdschools.org
mailto:rlang@psdschools.org
mailto:sbutler@psdschools.org
mailto:covidtechhelp@psdschools.org
mailto:rlang@psdschools.org
mailto:sbutler@psdschools.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2FParentVUE&data=02%7C01%7Ckendallw%40psdschools.org%7C705ab55e9ca34889cec008d83804c172%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637320940375251676&sdata=UOQcRGI4Wyk9nlb4
mailto:rmorse@psdschools.org
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