
 

OCTOBER 2025 

MESSAGE FROM PHS ADMIN 

Poudre Parents,  

 

October brings with it cooler temperatures, changing colors, and a sense of accomplishment as we 

near the end of our first quarter on October 16th. We encourage parents and guardians to stay 

connected with their student’s progress in classes by using ParentVue and supporting students in 

finishing the quarter strong!   

 

October is a month full of events and activities including Homecoming, concerts, days off and 

Impalaween! Here are the specific dates and times for our events this month: 
 

 October 7th-9th: Colorado Free Application Days 

 October 7th, Tuesday from 6:00-7:30 PM: Out of state college fair 

 October 10th, Friday: Picture retakes 

 October 7th Tuesday at 7:00 PM: Vocal Concert 

 October 15th, Wednesday, at 6:00 PM: Instrumental Concert 

 October 17th, Friday: NO SCHOOL for students and a workday for teachers 

 October 18th, Saturday from 10:00 AM-12:00 PM: Impalaween, which is a fun and safe 

way to trick or treat for the community. 

 October 20th, Monday: NO SCHOOL for students and staff 

 October 22nd, Wednesday morning: PSAT NMSQT  

 October 21st-25th: Homecoming week 

° Powder Puff game, Car Show, Football Game, Homecoming Dance and much 

more! 

 

Happy fall and please, make sure to read our weekly Poudre Power Ups for up-to-date information. 

Go Poudre!  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Poudre Administration 

Principal 

Carey Christensen 

 

Assistant Principal  

Bryan Kiel 

 

Assistant Principal  

Activities Director 

Kendall Wilson 

 

 

Assistant Principal  

Athletic Director 

Will Cantwell 

 

IB Director 

Andy Liddle 

 

Dean of Students 

Nick Holley 

https://www.instagram.com/poudre_impalas/
https://www.facebook.com/phsimpalas
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2Fimpalatweets
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OCTOBER COUNT 

Today is the day! October Count is here and it’s important for our school community.  

October Count is Wednesday, October 1st; this is the day when the number of students present 

at each school and in each district are submitted to the state.  In full transparency, the attendance 

numbers on this day determine the funding that PSD receives to keep schools open and full of the 

programming that families and staff count on.  
 

What if a student is absent on October 1, 2025?  Are there ways to demonstrate that they are 

students at PHS? Yes! 

° There is a window from about September 24 to October 3, 2025, that the following 

can be used to demonstrate that a student attends PHS: 

 A student who picks up breakfast/lunch during the October Count window. 

 A student who hands in an assignment during the October Count window. 
 

Go to https://www.myschoolapps.com/Application 

MySchoolApps - Select District 
 

Select Your School District Please select the school district that your child or children are 

enrolled in. This must be the school district in which you will be applying for benefits for 

your children. Search 
 

www.myschoolapps.com 

2025 PSAT/NMSQT— OCTOBER 22ND 

(Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test)  

 

WHO: Primarily for any 11th grader considering college after high school, but 10th graders 

 may also take it.  *Priority is given to 11th graders; 10th graders will be wait-listed.   

 

WHY:  Taking the PSAT can make 11th graders eligible for the National Merit Scholarship 

 and is excellent preparation for the SAT college entrance exam.   

 

WHEN: Wednesday, October 22, 2025        Check-in 8:30am        Testing 9:00am – 1:00pm    

 

WHERE: Main Gym    

 

REQUIRED: Regular and Late Registration takes place with Poudre’s cashier, Mrs. Malm.  

Registration for the PSAT will take place Sept. 8, 2025, through Oct. 10, 2025, until 4:00 

pm. The registration fee is $20.00. It is to your advantage to register for the PSAT as soon as 

possible so that you can use the materials you will receive when you register to prepare for 

the exam. Late registrations will be available on a space available basis.   

 

HURRY: We are limited to 120 test takers!!   

 

NOTE: If you have special needs or a 504 PLAN, see your counselor ASAP. Unless you’ve 

completed the necessary special accommodations application and documentation process 

with College Board, it is unlikely that you will be able to receive special testing 

accommodations. 

mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
https://psdschools.nutrislice.com/menu/poudre-high/lunch/march/2017/
https://www.healthdistrict.org/cayac
https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict
https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict
http://www.myschoolapps.com
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COLORADO FREE  
APPLICATION DAYS 

Planning to apply to a college/university in Colorado?  Plan to submit 

your application on one of the Colorado Free Application Days. 

Submit your application on October 7-9, 2025, and your application 

fee will be waived. If you are not ready to submit on these days, you 

can submit your application any time following the college/university 

deadlines and pay the application fee.  

 

Public & Private Four-Year Colleges and Universities 

Each public & private four-year college and university will have a 

unique fee waiver process. 

• Some will ask you to submit codes, 

• Others will ask you to select an answer from a dropdown 

menu, and 

• Some have no special instructions or have no fee year-

round. 

 

Please read instructions carefully as you prepare to submit applications 

on Tuesday, October 7, 2025, through midnight of Thursday, 

October 9, 2025 

 

Follow this link for the instructions of how to enter the application fee 

waiver code for each university. 

https://cdhe.colorado.gov/colorado-free-application-day-

instructions#participating-private-college 

 

Colleges that are free to apply every day: 

• All Community Colleges 

• Adams State University 

• Colorado College 

• Colorado State University 

• Metropolitan State University 

• Regis University 

• Western Colorado University 

PARENTS OF SENIORS! 

My name is Gina Holley. I have been an English 

teacher at Poudre High School for 27 years. This 

year, I am on a COSI (Colorado Opportunity 

Scholarship Initiative) grant to support seniors 

with the college application process. This might 

include support with writing their college essay, 

exploring educational options, help with 

admissions applications, picking a school and a 

major, researching scholarships, applying for the 

WUE (Western Undergraduate Exchange), 

filling out the FAFSA for federal student aid, 

and more! Since it is a district grant, I will also 

support students at Fort Collins High School and 

Polaris. I will be available to students at Poudre 

by appointment and on Wednesday afternoons. I 

am also a parent of a senior, so I am excited 

about the opportunity to support Poudre seniors. 

Contact me with questions: 

rholley@psdschools.org 

https://www.larimer.gov/extension/larimer-county-4-h
https://www.columbinehealth.com/
https://cdhe.colorado.gov/colorado-free-application-day-instructions#participating-private-college
https://cdhe.colorado.gov/colorado-free-application-day-instructions#participating-private-college
mailto:rholley@psdschools.org


 

 

 

Sponsorship space in this newsletter is 
extremely affordable!  

 
Reach parents in your local community 

& a significant portion of your 
investment goes back to the school!  

 
Want to sponsor this school?  

 
Please contact  

Rob Mangelson at  
Rob@tscacolorado.com or  

(720) 878-4107. 
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Important Upcoming Dates for SENIORS! 
 

OCTOBER 1: FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 

opens October 1st. Students need to create an account and then invite 

parents.  

 

OCTOBER 7, 8, 9: Free Colorado Application Days. Students can 

apply to most Colorado schools without having to pay the 

application fee. Take advantage of this opportunity! 

 

OCTOBER 7: Out-of-state College Fair at Poudre High School, 

6:00-7:30 

 

OCTOBER 22: Financial Aid Application Completion Night, 

Ammons Hall, CSU, 5:30-7:30 

 

TIMELINE SUGGESTION: Seniors should request letters of 

recommendation, finish their college essay, and complete the 

Common App by October 7 so they can apply to Colorado schools 

for free. 

mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
http://www.healthdistrict.org/
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FAFSA 

http://www.studentaid.gov/


 

SRO CORNER: OCTOBER 2025 

Happy Fall! We are over a month into a new school year, and the SRO team wanted to remind 

everyone to drive safely. The streets around schools have a speed limit of 20 MPH during 

morning, afternoon and midday hours. Regardless, you should always drive cautiously around 

schools as students may be coming and going anytime throughout the day.  
 

Not only is it important to drive slowly, but it is imperative to pay attention to your 

surroundings. Students arrive in vehicles and students also walk, bike or scooter to school. Take 

time to look twice before you turn, watch the crossing guards and give space to the vehicles in 

front of you. City of Fort Collins ordinances allow bicyclists on sidewalks, so please pay extra 

attention to any pedestrian crossing areas for both walkers and bikers. Also be aware of street 

signage around your schools. For example, please do not U-turn where there are “no U-turn” 

signs. It might be inconvenient, but the signs are there for the safety of you and others around 

the schools.  
 

Give yourself enough time for pick up or drop off so that you aren’t rushing, especially on 

adverse weather days. Please stay off cell phones while driving and avoid dropping students off 

in non-designated areas. Students and drivers should remain seat belted until they are ready to 

exit a stopped vehicle. We also ask the pedestrians to use caution when walking to school. Pay 

attention to the cars, use designated crosswalk areas and wear helmets if you are on the move! 
 

You will see your SRO’s or other Police Officers around schools conducting traffic education and  

enforcement. Remember, we are all partners in creating safe roadways for our students, families and staff. 
 

As always, reach out to your SRO for any other questions!  
 

Thank you and stay safe. 

SRO Josh Golden 
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ICT OF THE MONTH 
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PHS 2025 HOMECOMING WEEK, continued... 



 

Page 10 Poudre High School 
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PHS 2025 SEMANA DE BIENVENIDA, continuado... 
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http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A00939600
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FALL CHORAL CONCERT 

What:  Choir Concert 7pm 
 
When:  Tuesday, Oct. 7 

 
Who:  Poudre High School Choirs: Impressions, Impromptu, Special Edition & Impalaphonics 
 
Where:  Poudre High School Auditorium 
 
For More Details:  Contact the choir director David Lonowski at dlonowski@psdschools.org 

mailto:dlonowski@psdschools.org
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
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Continued... 

http://www.psdathletics.org/
http://www.schoolpay.com/
mailto:cindys@psdschools.org


 

Continued... 
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PHS WINTER SPORTS 2025-26, continued... 

http://www.frontrangeleague.org/
mailto:bgolyer@psdschools.org
mailto:dkendall@psdschools.org
mailto:joshuab@psdschools.org
mailto:jebrubak@psdschools.org
mailto:jschelly@psdschools.org
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PHS WINTER SPORTS 2025-26, continued... 

cindys@psdschools.org 

mailto:cindys@psdschools.org
mailto:cindys@psdschools.org
mailto:wendim@psdschools.org
mailto:rileyn@psdschools.org
https://psdnordicski.weebly.com/
mailto:coachkylesteitz@gmail.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com


 

HAPPY FALL 
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mailto:kirstanm@psdschools.org
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WORK-BASED LEARNING AT POUDRE HIGH SCHOOL 

Career planning is never too early to begin. Our goal is for 

every Poudre High School student to graduate with an 

idea—a plan and options—for what comes next after they 

cross the graduation stage. As your Work-Based Learning 

Coordinator, I, Jen Musci, help students explore their next 

steps. That might mean an internship at UCHealth, a career 

tour with the City of Fort Collins Utilities Water Resources 

Division, or a one-on-one conversation to narrow down 

potential fields of interest. I’m here to support your student 

on their journey. 

 

Upcoming possibilities 
 

• Manes Machine and Engineering Informational 

Interview 

• Tolmar Industries Machine Technician 

Apprenticeship 

• Eger CPA Informational Interview 

• Amazing Athletes Job Shadow 

• PSD just posted a paid internship for PSD students that want to be teachers or counselors.  

• We’re working on internships/apprenticeships with local electricians and HVAC and would love to develop more 

 

How do I find this information? 
 

• Students can log onto Xello. Under Explore, select Opportunities. This is where paid and unpaid jobs, internships, 

apprenticeships, and career tours are posted. 

• I share weekly information on Poudre Herd TV 

• There are advertisements on the TV’s around the building 

• I have a board outside my desk in the front office which we update weekly with jobs and internships 

 

As a parent, what can I do right now? 
 

• Encourage your student to explore careers now—while the stakes are low and before they invest in a four-year 

degree for a field they may not enjoy.  

• Talk at the dinner table about people you know who love their work and why. 

• At this stage, it helps to think broadly about careers. We can look at specific jobs later, once your student has a sense 

of the type of work they enjoy. The Holland Code (RIASEC) highlights six broad interest areas that guide career 

choices: 

• Realistic – Hands-on, practical work with tools, machines, or the outdoors 

• Investigative – Problem-solving and exploring ideas, science, or data 

• Artistic – Creative expression through art, writing, design, or performance 

• Social – Helping, teaching, or supporting others through interaction 

• Enterprising – Leading, persuading, or managing people and projects 

• Conventional – Organizing, planning, and working with details or systems. 

• Most people show a blend of three main areas, which together point to careers that match their interests and 

strengths. 

• Jen Musci, Work Based Learning Coordinator, jmusci@psdschools.org 

mailto:jmusci@psdschools.org
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http://www.psdfutureready.org/xello
http://www.psdfutureready.org/xello
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https://www.concordtheatricals.com/
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mailto:KENDALLW@PSDSCHOOLS.ORG
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https://www.psdfutureready.org/ctc/

